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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEACHING 
FOR THE YEAR 1919. 

Your committee has made a study of the courses in agricultural 
economics, farm management, and allied subjects offered primarily 
for undergraduate credit in the various institutions. 

A questionnaire was sent the land grant college in each of the forty- 
eight states. Inquiry was made regarding the following courses listed 
under fifteen titles in common use : 

1. Agricultural Economics — General Course. 

2. Economic Problems in Agriculture. 

3. Economic History of Agriculture. 

4. Land Problems, Tenure, Etc. 

5. Agricultural Statistics. 

6. Agricultural Cooperation. 

7. Agricultural Finance. 

8. Farm Accounting. 

9. Farm Cost Accounting. 

10. Farm Management — General Course. 

11. Farm Organization. 

12. Farm Operation. 

13. Types of Farming, Systems of Farming. 

14. Agricultural Surveys. 

15. Agricultural Law. 

The following questions were asked regarding each of the courses 
listed : 

1. The number of credit hours offered for the course. 

2. If the course is not offered, do you feel the need of such a course ? 

3. Db you expect to offer such a course? 

4. If so, when ? 

Forty-three of the. forty-eight colleges addressed made reply to the 
questionnaire. The following general conclusions are drawn from 
the facts set forth in the tabular summary of the replies received: 

1. There seems to be a considerable degree of uniformity as to the 
titles of the courses offered. 

2. There is a high degree of uniformity as to the number of credit 
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hours offered for the various courses, especially with reference to a 
few of the more general fundamental courses. For example : of the 
34 states reporting general courses in Agricultural Economics, 20 give 
3 hours of credit; of the 36 states reporting general courses in Farm 
Management, 22 give 3 hours of credit ; and of the 14 states report- 
ing courses in Farm Organization, 10 give 3 hours of credit. 

3. A majority of the institutions reporting are already offering 
from 6 to 10 different courses in agricultural economics, farm man- 
agement, and allied subjects. On the average, approximately 3 credit 
hours are given for the various courses offered. 

4. Many of the institutions reporting indicate that they feel the 
need of several new courses in addition to those now being offered. 
This is particularly true in those institutions in which the teaching 
program is just beginning to be developed. A number give definite 
dates when they expect to begin offering certain new courses desired. 

Your committee wishes to make the following suggestion and 
recommendations for the consideration of the Committee on Teaching 
for the ensuing year : 

1. That a more detailed study be made of the general outline and 
content of the courses now being offered primarily for undergraduate 
credit in the various institutions. 

2. That an effort be made to standardize the titles and content of 
the courses in agricultural economics, farm management, and allied 
subjects being offered in the different institutions. 

3. That this inquiry be so planned as to include information re- 
garding the regular texts, reference books, and collateral material 
which is being found most helpful in connection with the various 
courses. 

Your committee feels that such a study would be desirable from the 
standpoint of establishing a more satisfactory basis for transferring 
credits from one institution to another. It should also contribute to 
a higher degree of uniformity and effectiveness, in teaching agricul- 
tural economics, farm management, and allied subjects in the various 
institutions. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. F. Handschin, 
Chairman, Committee on Teaching, 
American Farm Economic Association. 
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